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comparative Philology had dawned on the world, and tatigkt scholars, that the words, of which sentences were composed, were as important, if not more so, than the ideas, which those sentences conveyed. Inscriptions on astrolabes of the middle ages, and the question whether Mahomet could read or write, were scarcely worthy of the time devoted to them; it was forgotten or unknown, that in the East, to this day, hearing and dictation so much supplies the place of reading and writing, and it is quite possible that the greatest of administrators and authors may have been deficient in both these accomplishments.
The fourth or Indo-European section supplied a great deal of interesting matter for subsequent reflection, and inquiry. M. Oppert showed in detail the process by which the Cuneiform: alphabet was formed on the Acrostychic principle from the ideographic characters of the earlier Cuneiform syllabic and ideographic systems. Professer Sehiefner, of St. Petersburg!}, one of the greatest of living scholars, made a communication of the highest interest, and replete with the greatest learning, on the subject of the Caucasian languages so little known, or appreciated. It was received by the section with the attention which it deserved, as marking a distinct advance in linguistic knowledge. A paper was read by Professor Pizzi of Paima on the appearance of the old Bactrian word" Karet" in the names of all cutting instruments in Europe. Of course without the whole text before us this assertion can only be taken upon trust. A communication was made by Doctor Balbu Constantinesco, a resident of Wallachia, on the subject of the language spoken by the J&fingari, or Gypsies, of Romania, and he laid on the table a copy of his lately published treatise on the subject This is a subject of interest to all Indian Philologists. Mr. Charles Leland, better known as Hans Breitman, read a paper on the language of the English Gypsy, which he unhesitatingly affiliates to the Hindi. Professor Ascoli had also devoted much attention to this subject, and an interesting discussion might have ensued between the Englishman, Eomanian, and Italian, but they had unfortunately no common medium of exchanging ideas.
An equally interesting subject was started by Mr, Edward Bxandreth, late of the Bengal civil service, which, though not entirely original. in conception, as it is shadowed out in the admirable comparative grammar of the Neo-Aryan languages by Mr* Beames of the civil service, has never been thoroughly worked out; Iu the same way as the Sanskrit language, when it ceased to be a colloquial medium, was replaced by a -group of Sanskritic, or Neo^Aryan, Vernaculars, the well-known Hindi, Bengali, Maratlii, &c.^ &Q,J the Latin language, when it ceased to be a living-